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BLUE FOOTPRINTS ECO-LODGE: 

Blue Footprints is a conservation-orientated and Ecotourism Company dedicated to responsible tourism 

within the Inhambane area in Mozambique. Our goal is to share the spectacular diversity of the marine 

environment here with guests from all over the world, while at the same time helping to ensure the 

future protection of the area’s rich natural heritage and sharing the benefits of ecotourism with local 

communities in a meaningful way. 

We believe that in protecting the marine environment, and including the local communities in this 

process, we can make a difference to the people who call Inhambane home and make steps toward a 

greater understanding of our underwater environment. Our greatest privilege is to share this incredible 

wilderness with our guests in a responsible manner and hopefully pass on our passion for the marine 

environment and its protection to both our guests and the surrounding communities. 

We strive for a sincere, mutually beneficial and dignified engagement of the local community in ways 

that ensure sustainability. 

Through the creation of a profitable, ethical and responsible ecotourism business, we strive to reduce 

our carbon footprint and be as environmentally friendly as we can be in the following ways. 

LODGE AND ACCOMMODATION: 

Blue Footprints Eco Lodge, Mozambique is situated in the Barra Tofo area in Inhambane, Mozambique - 

Southern Africa. Blue Footprints offers private, tranquil, luxury accommodation. It is a perfect base 

from which to explore the area's bountiful marine creatures, rich cultural heritage, or just immerse 

yourself in the natural surroundings and relax! 

Blue Footprints Eco Lodge is completely "off-grid", in keeping with our eco ethos. All electricity is 

generated by solar power and the water is pumped from a borehole and is crystal clear. The lodge has 

only 5 rooms, all with unobstructed, 180 degree ocean views, offering our guests complete exclusivity. 

This hidden secret offers the perfect romantic getaway, but if you are looking for a more active holiday, 

Tofo and Barra beach offer a wealth of adventures to fill your days. Having a maximum of 10 guests, 

options are also available for exclusive use of the lodge for small corporate groups, family reunions or a 

group of people looking for something special. 

All 5 of our rooms are perched on the dune over-looking the ocean. They each have the same design 

and are between 10-15 metres from one another.  

Each room can be configured as a twin room with two single beds, or a double room with a queen size 

bed. The rooms all have large 4-post Mosquito nets, spacious outside deck, outside showers, outside 

seating. 

 

 

BATHROOMS & AMENITIES: 

All rooms have open plan, en-suite bathrooms with basins, toilet and frameless inside shower with an 

ocean view. All villas also have an outside shower on the open deck.  

• Two hand towels and two bath sheets per villa are provided, as well as two beach towels. 

• Each villa has its own hammock 

• Each Villa has a resettable coded/key laptop sized safe for valuables etc. 

• Bathrooms are stocked with shampoo / conditioner / soap 
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• Tea and coffee are provided in the rooms but there is no kettle. Upon arrival, guests can inform 

us what time they would like their morning beverage and a flask of hot water will be delivered to 

the room. 

• Tea and Coffee is available in the lodge lounge throughout the day. 

• Due to the solar power, the lodge is unable to sustain air-conditioners. There is a standing fan in 

each villa which can be put under the Mosquito nets when it is hot. The rooms are designed so 

that the natural breeze can be utilized to cool the rooms down. 

• There are two electrical plug sockets in each room with a three pronged round hole socket. 

There are also adapters in the rooms with a two-pronged small round holed socket.  

 

 

RESTAURANT: 

The restaurant is built overlooking the ocean with folding doors opening onto two decks in the front and 

onto the pool deck at the back. 

 

Inside we have created a laid back atmosphere where our guests can relax, recharge and soak in the 

magnificent views, while enjoying the unique flavors of food that only Mozambique has to offer. Our 

menu selection is carefully planned to meet the needs of all our guests and to introduce them to the 

exotic flavors of the region.  Great care is given to creating meals that are a reflection of our 

commitment and hopefully leave a lasting impression on every guest, creating moments that are 

unforgettable.   

 

Breakfast consists of fresh fruit, cereals, yoghurt, fruit juice, coffees/teas as well as a cooked English 

breakfast. For dinner, we offer a choice of two starter courses and two main courses each night, as well 

as a dessert. We plan our menu according to what is locally available at the time to ensure the food is 

always fresh, as well as trying to support local suppliers rather than import food. We try and offer as 

much variety as possible to allow our guests to experience some of the wonderful fresh seafood 

available in Mozambique.  

 

We have a light lunch menu for guests wanting to stay around the lodge during the day. 

 

Please inform us when booking of any specific dietary requirements to allow us time to 

source ingredients. Since the lodge is small, it is best to let us know ahead of time if you 

have any favorite drinks / food to allow us time to source and stock up. We don’t carry large 

amounts of stock and some products are not available locally, or not always available in the 

shops. 

 

On request, we can provide packed meals for guests needing to leave early for any activities or trips.   

 

LOCATION: 

The lodge is situated on the beach between Barra and Tofo beach approximately 30km from  

Inhambane airport in Southern Mozambique. We are about 5km to the north of Tofo beach and 1.5km 

to the south of Barra beach. We are located on a quiet stretch of beach and surrounded by natural 

bush, but Barra and Tofo beach are close by and offer a number of restaurants, bars and activity 

operators.  
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TRAVEL TO BLUE FOOTPRINTS 

• Flying 

LAM (Mozambique’s National Airline) offer flights to Inhambane from both Johannesburg 

International Airport and Maputo. Please visit www.lam.co.mz/en to view flight availability 

and current flight schedule. There are direct LAM flights available from Johannesburg Airport 

(O.R Tambo) in South Africa, as well as from Maputo to Inhambane, Mozambique. The flight is 

approximately 1h45. Please note that there is a strict 20kg luggage allowance on LAM flights. 

There is a charge on any excess luggage. 

• Driving 

Inhambane is situated 460 km north of Maputo. If you are planning on driving to Blue 

Footprints, please contact us so that we may send you road maps and directions. Please note 

that the last 4 km is only accessible with 4x4 vehicles. 

To maintain our privacy, the lodge is not sign-posted at all. If possible, we like to meet our self-

drive clients on the turn-off to the lodge on the main road to assist with deflating tyres for the 

sand road. The contact number for the lodge is +258 848 900 507. If possible, please supply 

us with a number that we can reach you on while you are travelling ☺ 

• Airport Transfers 

Our lodge is located about 25km from the airport, the last 4 km of which is a sand track and 

only accessible with 4x4 vehicles. Blue Footprints can provide transfers from Inhambane Airport 

to Blue Footprints Eco-Lodge and back. Booking for these transfers is essential and there is an 

additional cost for transfers. 
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VISA REQUIREMENTS: 

International travelers require a visa for Mozambique which must be purchased prior to arrival if guests 

reside in a country with a Mozambican Embassy / Consulate. Alternatively, for countries not having a 

Mozambican Embassy, a VISA can be obtained at arrival at the first port of entry into the country and 

paid for in US$ cash - currently US$80 and could be subject to change. An additional US$2.50 stamp 

duty applies for entrance and exit, so we advise that clients should be in possession of around US$90 

cash.  

SADC passport holders do not require a visa to enter Mozambique. 

Ensure that your passport is valid for at least 6 months and has two empty pages (front and back pages 

both blank) clear for stamps. 

 

 

CREDIT CARD FACILITIES: 

The Mozambique currency is the Metical. Blue Footprints also accepts payment by VISA but does not 

accept Traveler’s Cheques or Master cards. The bank charge for credit card transactions is 5%. 

 

ELECTRICITY: 

As an Eco-Lodge in the true sense of the word, all electricity at the lodge is supplied using solar energy. 

We encourage guests to assist us in conserving energy in the following ways: 

 

• Electricity at Blue Footprints Eco-Lodge is created solely by solar power, thus using no 

conventional electricity  

• Guests are encouraged to use electrical appliances which do not draw excessive power and are 

requested to unplug appliances which are not being used. 

• In the evenings, the lodge runs off power stored in batteries during the day, we ask that guests 

are mindful of this and are conservative with power usage. 

• It is better to charge all phones / laptops etc during the day, between the hours of 12.00 and 

16:00. 

• All lights should be turned off when guests are not in the rooms. 

• Unplug any appliances not being used. 

• Appliances such as hair dryers, hair irons and kettles use a large amount of power and the 

system will not be able to cope with usage of these items. 

• Due to limited power, we are unable to sustain air-conditioners. Please feel free to open doors 

and windows as there is usually a cool breeze. There are also fans, but our guests are asked not 

to leave fans on when not in the rooms. 

• The water in the lodge comes from a borehole. It has been tested and found to be very good 

drinking water. We encourage guests to make use of the tap water instead of bottled water, in 

order to reduce the waste caused by plastic bottles. 

• Water heaters are solar-powered and unless there is no sun for 4 consecutive days, the 

insulation on the system keeps the water temperature hot. 

• Rubbish is put into a re-cycling system. 

• The use of recyclable beverage containers is encouraged. Guests are encouraged to make use of 

our environmentally friendly drinking water system. 

• “Grey water” from the lodge and dive centre is recycled and used to maintain the gardens and 

vegetation around the lodge. 
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INTERNET ACCESS AND TELEPHONE 

There is strong cellular phone reception at the lodge. There are no landlines in the lodge. Internet 

access is available through USB internet sticks with SIM cards loaded with data at an additional charge. 

 

WEATHER & CLIMATE: 

Mozambique has a typically tropical climate with hot and humid conditions along the coastal lowlands 

during the summer months, especially from December to March, and pleasantly warm during the winter 

days with cool evenings. Rainfall, mostly in the way of tropical thundershowers, tends to fall between 

November and March. Cold fronts, continuing up the coast from South Africa, occasionally affect 

Inhambane, with a few days of cold weather and rain, mostly during the winter months. 

The coast of northern Mozambique is occasionally affected by tropical cyclones in the Indian Ocean. 

These tend to start with tropical depressions east of Madagascar. From time to time they move south or 

north, entering the Mozambican channel, where they can make landfall on the Mozambican coastline, 

but the majority pass east of Madagascar and hardly affect Mozambique. These cyclones bring heavy 

rain and strong winds and can cause large swells. 

Having said this, we can take no responsibility for erratic weather patterns as Mother Nature tends to 

make fools of us when we try and become weather forecasters ☺ but here are some averages over the 

last few years. 

 

Average Temperature and Rainfall – Inhambane Province 

Month Min Average 

Temp (oC) 

Max Average 

Temp (oC) 

Record Max Temp 

(oC) 

Average Rainfall (mm) 

Jan 22 32 43 130 

Feb 22 34 39 120 

Mar 21 29 40 123 

Apr 19 28 39 58 

May 16 27 38 26 

Jun 14 24 32 23 

Jul 13 24 33 15 

Aug 14 25 36 18 

Sept 15 27 42 29 

Oct 18 28 44 42 

Nov 19 30 45 75 

Dec 22 32 44 110 
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PRECAUTIONS AGAINST MALARIA: 

The Inhambane area located in central Mozambique is considered to lie within the malaria belt. It is 

advisable that you take some form of prophylactic drugs. Always get the latest advice from your doctor 

at least a month before travel. Whilst here, cover up and use a mosquito repellent between sunrise and 

sunset, and use mosquito nets at night. 

Divers need to be aware that there are a number of malaria prophylactic drugs which are a contra-

indication to scuba diving and are considered not safe for scuba diving. Please ensure that you find out 

from your doctor or DAN (Divers Alert Network), which option would best suit your needs. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Please ensure you have a comprehensive travel insurance policy which covers you for repatriation home 

in the event of emergencies, and if you are scuba diving, ensure it covers you to the depths you intend 

to dive to. Remember to bring copies of your policy together with emergency contact telephone 

numbers and policy numbers. 

THE DOGS 

White Puppy, Shoes and Itch are all rescue dogs who have decided that they quite like living at the 

lodge. Considering their early beginnings on the beach, they are fairly well adjusted.  

 

TRANSFERS 

Tofo beach is located 5km to our south, it takes an hour to walk there along the beach and about 30 – 

40 minutes in a vehicle.  

Barra beach is located 2km to our north. It takes 15 minutes to walk there and around 10 minutes by 

vehicle. 

We offer transfers to Barra and Tofo beach, as well as transfers to and from Inhambane airport:  

 

• Tofo Transfer One Way  ZAR 300 per vehicle (max 4 passengers) (30-40minutes) 

• Barra Beach Transfer One Way ZAR 75 per vehicle (max 4 passengers) (10-15 minutes) 

• Airport Transfer Return  ZAR 325 return per person (45 minutes) 

 

We have a lodge vehicle that is used for the transfers and we co-ordinate transfers daily to try and best 

accommodate all the guests in the lodge. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

There are a number of activities available on Barra and Tofo beach. Please inform us on arrival about 

what activities you would like to participate in to allow us enough time to organize these for you, 

especially those that may be weather dependent. 

Some of the activities available in the area: 

• Quad bike trips (2 hour guided trip) 

• Ocean Safari (2 hour boat ride on a boat to look for marine life – minimum numbers required) 

• Snorkeling ( 1 hour boat trip – minimum numbers required)  

• Horse Riding (max weight – 85kg) 

• Kayaking  
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• Scuba Diving (please see information specific to scuba diving) 

• Fishing 

• Estuary trips 

• Massages / Spa treatments 

 

RELAX 

Blue Footprints Eco-Lodge is perfectly situated to provide tranquility and exclusivity to its guests. The 

beach in front of the lodge is perfect for evening strolls and is seldom occupied by anybody other than 

the odd local fisherman. The bush surrounding the lodge is alive with an increasing amount of birdlife 

and a brisk walk to the top of one of the nearby dunes affords magnificent views in all directions. 

If that may be too energetic, relaxing on your private day bed, on the pool deck, or in the sunken 

lounge watching the Indian Ocean, may re-unite you with your soul. 

 

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES 

The people of Inhambane are extremely friendly and hospitable. According to history and Legend, 

Vasco Da Gama made land-fall in Inhambane and referred to it as “terra de boa gente”, land of the 

friendly people. Apart from those employed in the tourism industry, most of the local population still 

lives a subsistence existence. We provide opportunities to experience this culture first hand. 

MANTA RAY AND WHALE SHARK PRESENTATIONS 

The Barra / Tofo region of Mozambique has become world-renowned for the large number of both 

Manta Rays and Whale sharks. Dr. Andrea Marshall has been conducting ground-breaking research on 

the Manta Rays in the region and is now considered to be the world’s foremost expert on Manta Rays. 

Dr. Simon Pierce is the lead scientist for Whale sharks in the area and most of the world’s recorded 

whale sharks have been identified here by Dr. Pierce and his team. By request, we can organize trips to 

the Whale Shark and Manta Research Centre on Monday and Wednesday evenings to find out about the 

latest research and information being learned about these magnificent creatures and the conversation 

efforts to protect them. 

OCEAN SAFARIS 

For clients who do not wish to dive, as well as for divers, we offer ocean safaris. These are trips on RIBs 

(Semi-Rigid Inflatable Boats) which provide excellent opportunities to snorkel with whale sharks and 

dolphins and to witness the spectacular Humpback Whale migration (in season). 

SNORKELLING 

On calm days, there is a reef close to shore on the beach in front of the lodge, but better snorkeling can 

be found on a shallow reef about 1 kilometre off-shore. This reef can be accessed by boat when the 

swells are not excessive. Snorkelers need to be relatively fit and comfortable in water. 

MARINE LIFE INTERACTION 

The philosophy at all the dive centres in the area is to minimize our impact on the underwater 

environment as much as we can. We strongly believe in passive interaction, allowing the marine 

creatures to guide and control the interaction. 

We have found that, by giving these creatures space and by interacting with them in a non-threatening 

way, scuba divers are able to enjoy far longer and spectacular encounters with them. More importantly, 

we minimize our impact on their natural behavior. 
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Our ultimate goal is to protect and conserve the marine environment in the Inhambane area in 

Mozambique.  We invite scuba divers to join us in this objective. 

We strongly advocate the following guidelines while scuba diving or snorkeling: 

• Avoid chasing any marine life, rather wait patiently and allow them to come to us. 

• Avoid touching the reef or any of the marine life in order not to damage it. 

• Be aware of buoyancy and be aware not to accidentally knock or kick the reef. 

• We ask scuba divers not to wear gloves as this can encourage touching the reef. 

• Avoid taking anything from the underwater environment (even if it looks dead) as it may be 

someone else’s house. 

• Don’t tease the marine life. 

• Don’t provoke the marine life. 

• Don’t touch the marine life. 

Although all marine life needs to be respected, there are some special considerations when interacting 

with some of our larger residents. The Inhambane area is believed to be a critical habitat for some of 

these creatures and it is vital that we minimize any disturbance of their natural behavior while they are 

in our area. Specific codes of conduct, designed with the help of leading marine biologists in the area in 

an attempt to reduce negative impact on the marine environment. 

 

DIVING 

Most of the dive centres in the area are very reputable. There are a number of PADI 5 star IDC centres 

on both Barra beach and Tofo beach. Tofo Scuba, Peri Peri Divers and Barra Lodge Dive Centres are 

some of the centres that we work closely with. 

• Diving Health and Safety 

Scuba Diving is considered a relatively safe sport as long as some general guidelines are 

followed and common sense is exercised. The waters here boast some of the best marine life 

encounters on the planet, but the weather conditions, surface conditions and scuba diving 

conditions are extremely unpredictable and varied. We are also considered to be a remote scuba 

diving destination with the closest recompression chamber being located in Johannesburg or 

Richards Bay, in South Africa. There is very little in the way of medical facilities in the area and 

no national coastguard service. Having said that, there have been very few scuba diving 

incidents in the region as most scuba diving operators have adopted internationally recognized 

and endorsed scuba diving safety procedures. Our safe diving policy and procedures are outlined 

below. Please note that we are not trying to make scuba diving difficult and complicated. On the 

contrary, we believe that if we can ensure that dives are as safe as possible, then scuba divers 

will be able to relax, enjoy and get the best from their scuba diving here. 
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• PADI 

Please note that for any PADI and SHARKLIFE training course, including refresher courses, scuba 

divers will be required to fill out the PADI Medical Questionnaire. Divers need to answer 'YES' or 

'NO' to each medical condition. Should any diver need to answer 'YES' to any question, written 

clearance to scuba dive is required from a physician stating that the scuba diver is FIT TO DIVE 

WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTIONS. Since we are located at a fairly remote part of Mozambique, it 

can be difficult and sometimes impossible to see a doctor here for scuba diving approval. In 

order to avoid any disappointment, please ensure that you bring a signed clearance to scuba 

dive. 

• Divers Alert Network 

DAN Southern Africa has a DAN SAFETY PARTNERS program which identifies scuba dive centres 

that adhere to their safe diving practices. 

The requirements are as follows: 

• All skippers / scuba dive masters / scuba dive instructors and beach staff in the scuba dive 

centre are trained in First Aid, CPR as well as scuba dive accident management and oxygen 

provision. 

• All staff’s certificates’ are valid within 1 year. 

• There is emergency oxygen, VHF radio and safety equipment as per local regulations on each 

boat 

• There is a base station supply of oxygen and first aid kit in the scuba dive centre. 

• Our scuba dive centre has a comprehensive emergency and evacuation plan. 

• Each scuba diver carries a delayed surface marker buoy (DSMB) and whistle. 

Some safety requirements that may affect you as a scuba diver: 

• Each scuba diver needs to produce proof of qualification and logbook prior to their first dive. 

• Scuba divers who have not dived in the last 12 months are required to do a refresher course in 

the training pool prior to their first dive with us. 

• We may only take divers to depths recommended by their qualification level. For example, entry 

level divers are recommended to scuba dive to depths of 18 metres. Should you be an entry 

level diver, but would like to scuba dive some of our deeper reefs, we can conduct the PADI 

Adventure diver course. This course consists of 3 dives. Since it is a PADI sanctioned course, 

divers are required to fill out the PADI Medical Questionnaire and bring medical clearance. 

• Fitness to Dive 

Diving is an exciting and demanding activity. To get the most out of diving you should not be 

extremely overweight or out of condition, and respiratory and circulatory systems must be in 

good health. Diving should not be done by people with heart problems, a current cold or sinus 

congestion, epilepsy, asthma, pregnant or under the influence of alcohol or drugs. If taking 

medication, consult your doctor and inform the dive guide before participating in any scuba 

diving. We require a medical questionnaire and declaration to be completed and signed. If the 

Dive Centre is unsatisfied with your fitness to dive we reserve the right to refuse to take you in 

the interests of your safety and the safety of the other divers in the group. No refunds will be 

given if you are refused medical clearance to dive or if the dive centre deems you unfit to dive 

(i.e. if you are intoxicated, severely hung-over, etc). 
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• Drift Diving and Boating Procedures 

All diving in this area is recreational and follows drift diving procedures. 

 

Due to the nature of the sea conditions and dive sites here, our diving and boating procedures 

are quite different from most places in the world and can be quite challenging and a little 

adventurous. 

 

Since there is no harbour close to our dive sites, all diving in the Inhambane area takes place off 

RIBs (Semi-Rigid Inflatable Boats). After the dive briefing, divers and their dive master(s) are 

driven down to the boat, which is waiting at the water’s edge. All divers need to act as crew to 

assist pushing the boat into the water through the surf.  

 

Once the boat is deep enough, the skipper will jump aboard the boat to start the engines. All 

divers need to hold the boat steady and ensure the bow faces into the waves. When the skipper 

has started both motors, he will ask everyone to jump into the boat. It is important for all 

passengers to jump quickly so that the skipper can engage the motors and launch the boat 

through the surf. 

 

The launch conditions range from very calm to quite adventurous, depending on the sea 

conditions. 

 

Once in the boat, passengers sit on the pontoons (rubber tubes) and place their feet in the 

safety straps. The boat is then driven to the dive site. Depending on which reef is being dived, 

this can vary from a 2 minute to a 45 minute boat-ride away. Once at the dive site, the skipper 

and dive master will assist in equipment donning. Once all equipment is in place and safety 

checks done, scuba divers enter into the water using the backward roll. 

 

On each dive, we follow drift diving procedures, where the scuba dive guide tows a buoy-line. 

This allows the boat to follow the scuba divers. It is important that divers follow the guide as 

there are specific routes on each reef prescribed by marine biologists to ensure that scuba diver 

impact is minimized. 

 

On off-shore reefs, where more current is present, the entry technique is a negative descent. 

Scuba divers enter the water with an empty BCD (buoyancy control device) and swim down 

without resurfacing. All divers must have their own delayed SMB (Surface Marker Buoy) which 

we can provide. On our reefs with less current, we practice positive descents. Scuba divers enter 

the water with a full BCD (buoyancy control device), gather on the surface and then descend 

together. Please see for dive site descriptions and experience level requirements. 

 

If scuba divers reach low on air before the end of the dive, they are asked to ascend in buddy 

teams following the buoy-line. At the end of the dive, all scuba divers ascend, complete the 

safety stop and surface. Divers need to stay together until the boat skipper directs them to split 

into two groups. The boat then drives between the groups and scuba divers swim to the boat 

and hold onto the drag lines on either side. 

 

Weights and BCD are pulled into the boat by the skipper. Once all equipment has been secured 

to the tank rack, scuba divers enter the boat. The boat then returns to shore. 

 

The boats are beached, meaning the skipper drives at the shore and turns off the motors just 



info@bluefootprints.com  www.bluefootprints.com 

before the hull of the boat touches the sand. The boat slides up the beach a bit, stops, then tilts 

to one side. 

Scuba divers then get picked up by the vehicle and transported back to the Blue Footprints Dive 

Centre. All scuba divers need to do is rinse and hang up their wetsuits. Our friendly dive centre 

staff will rinse and hang up the remainder of the gear unless divers specifically request to do it 

themselves. 

 

• Diving Conditions and Marine Life Sightings  

The stretch of Indian Ocean, between the beaches of Barra and Tofo, has become a world 

renowned scuba diving haven. This area of Mozambique is fast becoming one of the most 

famous places in the world to visit for many reasons, but namely for the outstanding diversity of 

marine life. 

 

It was here that Dr. Andrea Marshall discovered that there are two different species of Manta 

Ray, and it is here that Dr. Simon Pierce is conducting his research on the world’s largest 

aggregation of Whale sharks. Both these magnificent animals are on every marine enthusiast’s 

wish list, and we have the honour of being able to offer the possibility of encounters with both. 

During our winter months, from the beginning of July until November we have the privilege of 

being located on the Humpback Whale’s migratory route. You can even watch their acrobatics 

and displays from our Blue Footprints Lodge and the bed in your villa. 

 

This coastline is also home to two species of Dolphins, the much loved Bottlenose and the more 

elusive Humpback Dolphin. 

 

Unbelievably, this is the only place in the world where the legendary Smalleye Stingrays, 

which are the largest of all the sting rays, have been seen and photographed alive, a curious and 

friendly animal. We also have Leopard Sharks, White-tip and Grey reef sharks, and often Devil 

Rays and Ribbontail. The pelagic fish life is also spectacular with huge schools of Big-Eyed Jacks 

and Barracuda. 

 

Our reefs are made up of a volcanic rock base and are covered in a variety of hard and soft 

corals. These not only provide a healthy splash of colour but are home to all the usual reef fish 

and our special small creatures. Rare and colourful Harlequin Shrimps. The incredibly powerful 

Peacock Mantis Shrimp. The transparent Periclemines Shrimp. There are also Frogfish, Paper 

Fish, Octopus, Squid, and big fish and big eels, and small fish and small eels. Actually, all that 

we have is innumerable and indescribable and you’ll just have to come and see it all for 

yourself….! 

 

The waters off the Mozambican coastline are some of the most nutrient rich and diverse marine 

environments. The Inhambane area in particular boasts a wealth of marine life from the largest 

fish in the sea, to the smallest crustaceans.  

 

What makes the scuba diving here even more exciting is the extremely variable and 

unpredictable dive conditions. Some of the scuba diving here can be challenging depending on 

the conditions and there is more to offer the Advanced diver. However, our more protected, 

shallower reefs offer a treasure trove of macro-life as well as a kaleidoscope of colourful reef fish 

and corals, and some of the bigger marine life such as Whale sharks, Manta Rays and Humpback 

http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=37&Itemid=53
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=37&Itemid=53
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=38&Itemid=54
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=39&Itemid=51
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=44&Itemid=62
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=38&Itemid=54
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=37&Itemid=53
http://www.bluefootprints.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=39&Itemid=51
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Whales can sometimes be encountered just as easily on our ocean safaris. The scuba diving here 

has something to offer every level of scuba diver, as well as non-divers. Please contact us 

directly to discuss your diving requirements.  

 

Currents affect our reefs and can range from 6 knots to no current at all. The direction and 

strength of the currents can change very quickly and it is virtually impossible to predict them. 

Our deeper, off-shore reefs are more exposed to the currents.  

 

Average visibility is around 15 metres, but ranges anywhere between 5-35 metres. The reason 

that the Tofo and Barra areas have such an abundance of large marine life such as Manta Rays 

and Whale sharks is the very high plankton levels in the water. The waters here are very 

nutrient rich and contain both Zooplankton as well as Phytoplankton. Plankton blooms can 

drastically reduce the visibility, but it is a small price to pay for consistent sightings of Manta 

Rays, Whale sharks and Devil Rays. 

 

Water temperature ranges from 25-29 oC degrees in the Summer months (from October till 

April) and from 20 – 25 oC during the winter months (May till October) Upwellings sometimes 

result in unseasonal drops in the water temperature, as nutrient-rich water is pushed up to the 

surface from deeper water. 

 

Wind and the strength of wind are not seasonal and cannot be predicted in the long term. The 

wind does affect the surface conditions and can make the trip to and from dive sites a bit more 

bumpy. 
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